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Wesley United 

Methodist Church 
        

 

Mission Statement 
 

We are deeply passionate  

emissaries of Christ’s love to our  

neighborhood and the world. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 For March 
  

  2 World Day of Prayer 

 

  6 Ash Wednesday Service 

 

10 Daylight Savings Time begins 

 

11 Wesley Word Deadline 

 

17   St. Patrick’s Day 
  

24     Cultural Arts Talent Show  
  
31  UMCOR Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Teach us Lord to acknowledge your marvelous love. 

Your loving kindness comes like dew drops from above. 

You melt our hearts and fill our souls 

With the majestic flame of your love. 

 

You open our eyes to show us 

The darkness, pain and sin that dwell within. 

You are ready and willing to bring light. 

To eradicate the darkness and gloom. 

And let the sunshine in 

Then we will no longer be subject to doom. 

 

Perfect peace shall be our theme 

We will be filled with love and joy supreme. 

Joyfully telling others of the wondrous love and grace. 

We have received from a Savior who died in our place. 

 

In gratitude we sing songs of praise 

Lifting hands and hearts praising God above 

Who has ransomed us from darkness 

To the sunshine of His love. 

 

Amazing grace is now our theme. 

New life, new strength received from God's boundless store. 

Thanks to God our Father  

who refills us with His love and grace 

And gives more strength to endure. 

  

    In memory of Rosalind Fraser 

    Submitted by Louise Wanzer 
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Gratitude 
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 Pastor’s Corner 
 

 

 
 

 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not 

overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the 

flame scorch you.”  -  Isaiah 43:1-2 

 

During a time when the neighborhoods, the world, and even the church are hurting, I am brought 

back to the week-long Stephen Ministries Leaders Training Course I attended earlier this year. Every 

day for seven days, I learned of a program all about care during hurt. As we begin to hear the news 

of the outcome from the Special Session of General Conference where United Methodists from 

around the world deliberated on the church’s Way Forward in terms of human sexuality, I can’t help 

but wish that our General Conference and our denomination had a Stephen Minister to offer quality 

Christian care and love.  

 

For those of you who aren't fully aware, Stephen Ministry is a lay care giving ministry where highly-

trained Stephen Ministers provide one-on-one confidential care through weekly visits for individuals 

who request support. Reasons for requesting a Stephen Minister’s visits may range from grieving the 

loss of a loved one, experiencing a major illness, going through a divorce, job loss, struggling with 

substance abuse, or other life difficulties. 

 

Suffering is something we all have and will experience. Even our church isn’t spared this reality. But 

the promise in scripture is ever clear: We are not alone, and we are not meant to walk life’s journey 

alone. I'm so glad that Stephen Ministry is a part of Wesley Church, and I see it being a foundational 

ministry through which we serve Christ by speaking loudly to one another through our service: "God 

loves you and so do we." I know when the time comes for me to experience crisis in my own life, I will 

be requesting a Stephen Minister. 

 

(continued on page 3) 



 
 

3 
 

In the midst of the differences and conversations we as a church will be having for the weeks to 

follow, know that you are fully loved by God and by Wesley Church. Know that we care. Know that 

God will see the Church through it all. Know that when we walk through the fire of life’s difficulties, 

God will not let us be burned or scorched. Let us hold onto God and onto each other. 

 

We are together in the journey! 

Pastor James 

 

P.S.: Are you going through a difficult time and in need of care? Please speak to me or our Stephen 

Leader Kathy Winner to see how a confidential Stephen Minister may serve you and help you grow in 

God's love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Runner Trip 
  

Road Runners invites Wesley members and 

friends to join us on Tuesday, May 21, for a trip 

to Doolan’s in Spring Lake, NJ.  The cost is 

$98/person and includes a family-style 

luncheon (pot roast, turkey, or salmon), a 

show, round-trip bus transportation, and all 

taxes and gratuities.  The show is “STAND, 

DON’T KNEEL,” and is a musical tribute to our 

Veterans and Armed Services. 

  

The bus loads at Wesley Church at 9:30 am 

and returns by approximately 3:30 pm. 

  

For more information contact Dick Petrone at  

908-757-7107. 

 

  

 
 

March 6 

7:30 p.m.

 

Service 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjp6eyktsrgAhWim-AKHa0wB_AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/ash-wednesday-free-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2UKiidy0XgUzUwfIKQVw5a&ust=1550755955405383
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Youth Group Rummage Sale  
 

The Youth Group will be holding a Rummage 

Sale as a fund raiser for Ignite on April 6, from 9 

am to 3 pm.   We are looking for  clothing, toys,  

games, and household items.  We will be 

collecting these items in the clothing room.  

Any questions, please see Michelle Biggs.  

 

 
 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
 

Thank you all for donating to the Souper Bowl 

of Caring on February 3.  The Youth Group 

raised $330.03 and a large amount of food 

donations.  The food donations will be sent to 

the South Plainfield Food Bank.  We will also 

purchase grocery store gift cards to donate to 

the Edison Food Bank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

July 8-12, 2019  

Our theme this year is:  To Mars and Beyond.  

Our children will become voyagers on a 

journey through space, exploring where God’s 

power can take them.  We will be learning 

about Daniel, Esther, The Good Samaritan, and 

Jesus’ healing power through stories, music, 

crafts, science and recreation.  

 

We need helpers to make this a success.  

Please speak to Michelle Biggs or Cindy GaNun 

if you would like to help this year.  It will be an 

amazing and out-of-this-world time.    

 

Plan to come join the fun.   
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UMW Events 
  

Our Grasshopper meetings are still on the 

second Monday of each month.  Try to join us 

if you can at 7:30pm.   See Debby Apgar if you 

have any questions. 
  

The Candliers will be meeting on the third 

Tuesday monthly at 11am. We always 

welcome anyone who can make that time.  

Sonja Black is the contact here. 
  

During the year, we have some special dates 

for you to think about.   

• May will be our Mother's Day Tea.  Keep an 

eye out for the date, it's always fun. 

• Our Father's Day Breakfast will be on June 

16.  It's not just for fathers.  Come and bring 

your appetites. 

• Each year we have a General Meeting in 

November. This year it will be on November 

30.  We have a cup of coffee to get us 

going, then we decorate Fellowship Hall.  

After our work is done, we have a short 

(and I mean short) business meeting. We 

really could use all the hands we can get.  

• Our Someday Group will be meeting on the 

first Wednesday monthly, weather 

permitting, at 6pm. A light supper will be 

provided by one of our members. If 

someone is available to cover supper at 

the March meeting, please let me know as I 

will not be able to be there for that 

gathering. 
  

Hope these dates are good for everyone.  The 

more women in attendance, the stronger 

fellowship we enjoy. 
  

Let's keep it going. 

Donna Rowlands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a Reminder 
 

You may have noticed a bank on the small 

table in the rear of the sanctuary. It is a cow 

with her calf. It is for one of the many small 

missions our church supports, the Heifer Fund. It 

helps families develop economic 

independence and, in turn, support their 

neighbor's independence (it is a global 

organization).  

 

It has become one of my favorite charities 

since Rosalind Fraser passed away. So if you 

find a spare quarter or two in your pocket on 

Sunday, please drop it in the Heifer bank.  

May God bless you. 

Karen Hochman 
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Knit and Kneel  
 

We are happy to report that Knit and Kneel of 

Wesley donated 45 baby blankets to the NICU 

at Beth Israel Hospital in Newark. This hospital 

doesn't get a lot of donations, because it is a 

city hospital and people don't want to go into 

Newark. These tiny babies in the NICU and their 

mothers need our cuddle blankets the most. 

We have a friend who works in this unit and will 

gladly deliver the blankets. 

 

We have a need now for baby blankets (any 

size), lap blankets (at least 30” by 40”), and 

prayer shawls. Pick up some yarn in the 

Susanna Room and start knitting or crocheting. 

 

Our meetings are Thursday mornings from 10 to 

11:30am. in the Susanna Room or make 

something at home. All of your handiwork is 

greatly appreciated! 

Blessings, 

Cindy GaNun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

If you would like to have flowers on the altar in 

memory or honor of a loved one, the altar 

flower calendar currently has the following 

open dates:  

June 2 

August 4 

August 18 
  

If you would like flowers on any of these dates, 

please contact Kathy in the office at 908-757-

2838 or email office@wumcsp.org.   

 

After Wesley Church enjoys the flowers on 

Sunday, you may take them home or donate 

them to someone in need.  The flowers are $30 

minimum. 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight 

Savings begins 

March 10 
  

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjQjMvkucrgAhVpkuAKHeBiA-AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://clipart-library.com/daylight-savings-time-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1_Vs2ug5vySwd9Kuh2tYTI&ust=1550756808426669
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A Matching Funds Opportunity 
  

During the Season of Lent 

(March 10-April 21) 

the Mission Team will match all donations 

of items that cannot be bought with food stamps as listed below. 

   

• All Cleaning Products 

• Paper Products 

• Personal Hygiene Products 

  

Donations will be delivered to the South Plainfield Social Services Department 

  

  
  
  

Care Baskets 
 

The Mission Team would like to provide 

small care baskets for our Pastor or 

Stephen Ministers to take with them on 

visitations to those who are homebound 

or in the hospital.  We are looking for 

donations of the following items: 

  

• Hard candies 

• Gum 

• Card games  

• Paperback books 

• Small scented candles 

• Small boxes of tea bags 

• Small packages of cookies 

• Candy dishes  

• Puzzle books (Sudoku, Word Find, 

etc.)  

 

A collection basket is available in  

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Help for Rescue Dogs 
  

Debbie Thomas is passionate about rescuing 

dogs and finding them a good home. 

 

On Sunday, December 28, our Sunday 

School classes worked together to make 6 

comfy, fleece blankets for some of her 

rescue dogs.   The Mission Team would like to 

extend their work by asking the congregation 

to consider donating some items that would 

help Debbie in caring for these animals.  We 

have set up a special collection box for the 

following items: 

 

• Small size dog biscuits 

• Dry dog food, not canned 

• Rice for home-cooked dog food 

• Old blankets 

• Old sheets and pillowcases 

• Dog treats, not rawhide 

• Wee-wee pads 

• Inexpensive chew/rope toys 
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Meditations of a Church 

Mouse 
 By Karen Hochman 

  

At Fellowship Hour today, we were talking about 

how much information is available to us 

nowadays. Lisa McCall was talking about a 

News Museum and how they change the 

newspapers in one of the displays every day for 

all 50 states (I guess that is someone's actual 

job.) But most people no longer read actual 

newspapers any more unless they are online 

(and I think most major papers do have online 

subscriptions). 
 

I am amazed at the ease of finding answers to 

almost any question or the resources needed for 

almost any fixable problem or the instructions to 

do just about anything online (and of course 

there is always Alexa to help out). I can 

remember when I was in school and spent days 

at the library just to do research for a paper. We 

had classes regarding the various research 

materials available in the reference section of 

the library. We had to figure out where the 

answers might lie. And I think something was 

learned from that process. 
 

The only problem then, as it is now, is how to 

trust your resources. One needs to look at the 

slant or bias of a source of information and to 

read more than one report to get a balanced 

overview of any issue. We are tugged and 

pulled from every side, it seems. In the end, one 

still needs to decide what is truth. 
 

And so we must become wise. And who was the 

wisest man in the Bible?  King Solomon, of 

course. The best known story about Solomon 

was the two women who came before him, 

each claiming to be the mother of a baby. He 

had to decide who was the true mother. He 

asked the discerning question not in the form of 

a question, but in a proposed solution, to cut the 

baby in half. It was only then that he could 

judge who was the child's true mother. 
 

When Solomon became king, God granted 

Solomon one request. Solomon chose wisdom 

above all else. And yet when one reads 

Ecclesiastes (the author is Solomon of Jerusalem, 

King David's son, “The Preacher”), one begins to 

scratch one's head. Solomon made it his life's 

work to find wisdom. Ecclesiastes is his debate 

about wisdom and its value in life as well as the 

very meaning of life. 
 

From Ecclesiastes 7:23-25   

I have tried my best to be wise. I declared, 

“I will be wise,” but it didn't work. Wisdom is 

far away, and very difficult to find. I 

searched everywhere, determined to find 

wisdom and the reason for things, and to 

prove to myself the wickedness of folly, 

and that foolishness is madness. 
 

In Verses 27-28, he states:  

This is my conclusion, says the Preacher. 

Step by step I came to this result after 

researching in every direction: One tenth of 

one percent of the men I interviewed could 

be said to be wise, but not one woman! 

The Living Bible, Paraphrased 
 

What?!! So much for King Solomon. 
 

In the end, Solomon concludes in Ecclesiastes 

12:13-14:  

Here is my final conclusion: fear God and 

obey his commandments, for this is the 

entire duty of man. For God will judge us for 

everything we do, including every hidden 

thing, good or bad. 
 

This past month we held cottage meetings and 

we talked and listened to each other trying to 

discern truth. The Methodist Church has been 

struggling a long time with issues of human 

sexuality, raised in the Special Session of the 

General Conference.  Issues such as whether or 

not to allow same sex marriage to be performed 

in Methodist churches and whether or not to 

accept gay or lesbian ministers to practice 

within the Methodist Church. The big challenge 

is that when we approach the subject 

internationally, homosexuality is still considered a 

crime in some countries.   
 

We need to listen, pray for discernment, and to 

respect each other. Most of all, we are given 

the command to love each other.  Answers are 

not always easy and neither is love. Yet here we 

are to figure it out just as Solomon tried. 

P.S. You might want to go back and read 

Ecclesiastes. 
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March 2019 

Lay Participants 
 

 
3 

 

10 

 

17 

 

24 

 
31 

 

Liturgist James Conrad Tonya Santiago Elaine Nurse Nathan Witkowski 

 

Laura Conrad 

 

 

Counters 

 

Ron Winner 

Bob Smith 

Don Palmer 
(data entry) 

 

Connie Palmer 

Dick Petrone 

Amy Fulton 
(data entry) 

Dave Walter 

Ellie Wilson 

Lynne Yates 
(data entry) 

Debbie Apgar 

Cheryl Jose 

Lisa McCall 
(data entry) 

Calvin Davis 

Patti Taber 

Steve Fulton 
(data entry) 

Ushers 

 

Mike Lamberson 

Len Rowlands 

Bob Smith 

Patti Taber 

 

 

Michelle Biggs 

Youth Group 

 

 

 

Howard Boyce 

Trish Boyce 

Faith Mworia 

Geoffrey Mworia 

 

 

 

Nathan 

Enwerekowe 

Lisa McCall 

Gloria Petrone 

Dick Petrone 

 

 

Debbie Apgar 

Dot Ewing 

Betty Fulton 

Arlene Ritchie 

 

 

Fellowship Pads 
 

Patti Taber 

 

 

 

 

Trish Boyce 

 

Lisa McCall 

 

 

Betty Fulton 

 

Nursery Guna Praveen 

 

Julie Selnekovic-

Lee 

Josephine Ofunwa Denise Horan Amy Fulton 

Children’s Chat Pastor James Michelle Biggs Cindy GaNun Laura Conrad Karen Hochman 

 

Trustee of the Month – Howard Boyce 
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March 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

  

  

 

1 2   - World  

       Day of 

       Prayer 

10:00am 

  Gospel       

  Choir  

3   

9:00am  

   Contemporary Service 

10:30am Traditional  

   Service/Church School 

2:00pm Cultural Arts 

   Talent Show Auditions 

5:30pm Confirmation Class 

7:00pm Youth Group 

4 

12:00pm AA 

7:00pm    

   Stephen  

   Ministry 

7:30pm Boy  

   Scouts 

5 

10:00am  

   Bible Study 

7:00pm  

   Tuesday Night 

   Bible Study  

6 

6:00pm  

   Someday  

   Group   

7:30pm Ash  

   Wednesday  

   Service 

8:00pm  

   Chancel Choir 

7   

10:00am Knit 

   & Kneel 

7:30pm AA 

7:30pm  

   Wesley  

   Ringers  

8 9  

9:30am  

   Prayer  

   Meeting 

10:00am 

   Gospel  

   Choir  

10   - First Sunday in Lent 

          -  Daylight Savings  

                Time begins 

9:00am  

   Contemporary Service 

10:30am Traditional  

   Service/Church School 

12:00pm Trustees 

12:00pm Sunday  

   School Teachers   

7:00pm Youth Group 

11  - Wesley  

          Word      

       Deadline 

12:00pm AA 

7:30pm UMW  

  Grasshoppers 

  Circle 

7:30pm Boy  

    Scouts 

12 

10:00am  

   Bible Study 

7:30pm Finance 

13 

7:30pm  

   Chancel Choir 

14 

10:00am Knit 

   & Kneel 

7:30pm AA 

7:30pm 

   Wesley  

   Ringers 

 
 

15 

    

 

16 

10:00am 

   Gospel  

   Choir   

17  - Second Sunday in Lent 

9:00am Men’s Club 

9:00am  

   Contemporary Service 

10:30am Traditional  

   Service/Church School 

12:00pm Evangelism 

12:00pm Nominations 

5:30pm Confirmation Class  

  7:00pm Youth Group 

 

18   

12:00pm AA 

7:00pm    

   Stephen  

   Ministry 

7:30pm Boy   

   Scouts  

  

19 

10:00am  

   Bible Study 

11:30am  

   Candeliers 

7:00pm  

   Tuesday Night 

   Bible Study 

20 

7:30pm  

   Chancel Choir 

 

21 

10:00am Knit  

   & Kneel 

7:30pm AA 

7:30pm 

   Wesley  

   Ringers 

 

 

   

22 

  

23 
10:00am 

   Gospel  

   Choir  

  

24   - Third Sunday in Lent 

9:00am  

   Contemporary Service 

10:30am Traditional  

   Service/Church School 

12:00pm SPPRC 

2:00pm Cultural Arts Talent 

   Show 

7:00pm Youth Group 

25 

12:00pm AA 

7:30pm Boy  

   Scouts 

26 

10:00am  

   Bible Study   

7:30pm  Church  

   Council 

27 

7:30pm  

   Chancel Choir 

  

28 

10:00am Knit 

    & Kneel 

7:30pm AA 

7:30pm  

   Wesley  

   Ringers 

 

29  

 

30  

10:00am 

   Gospel  

   Choir   

31   - Fourth Sunday in Lent 

         - UMCOR Sunday 

9:00am  

   Contemporary Service 

10:30am Traditional  

   Service/Church School 

5:30pm Confirmation Class 

7:00pm Youth Group 

      


